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My setting of the O Antiphons came about because of a conversation I had with my
school’s pastor, Rev. Jacob Ehrhard. At our last chapel before Christmas vacation in 2022, we
created a service where select students read the traditional O Antiphons text and an Old
Testament reading followed by the congregation responding with the corresponding verse of the
hymn, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel. He thought it would be worthwhile to find a musical
setting that utilized the O Antiphons text for St. John’s 3rd-8th grade Christmas program for
December of 2023. I decided that I should be the one to compose it.

On December 10th, 2023, the 3rd-8th grade students from St. John’s Lutheran School in
Chicago, IL performed this setting of the O Antiphons. The only adult musicians were the flute
player and some of the hand chime players. Every other part was performed by a grade-school
student. They took this task very seriously and enjoyed sharing this unique blend of ancient and
modern combined to share the good news of the birth of their Savior.

The following Biblical texts were read before each movement. Each selection includes a
Messianic promise from the Old Testament and the fulfillment of that promise through the birth,
life, and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. After each Antiphon was sung, the congregation
responded with the corresponding hymn verse.

The first text was read after the Prelude to Antiphon 1.

Antiphon 1: Isaiah 11:2-4a & Luke 2:41-52
Antiphon 2: Isaiah 33:22 & Matthew 21:1-11
Antiphon 3: Isaiah 11:1, 10 & Matthew 1:1-17
Antiphon 4: Isaiah 22:22 & Luke 1:26-38
Antiphon 5: Isaiah 9:2 & Matthew 24:29-31
Antiphon 6: Isaiah 9:6-7 & Luke 1:32-33
Antiphon 7: Isaiah 7:14 & Matthew 1:18-25

Katrina Jurica
Music Teacher, St. John’s Lutheran School, Chicago, IL
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O	Wisdom-December	17
Antiphon	1
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The congregation joins in singing verse 2 of the hymn "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel."
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The congregation joins in singing verse 3 of the hymn "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel."
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The congregation joins in singing verse 4 of the hymn "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel."
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The congregation joins in singing verse 5 of the hymn "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel."
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The congregation joins in singing verse 6 of the hymn "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel."
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The congregation joins in singing verse 7 of the hymn "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel."
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The congregation joins in singing verse 1 of the hymn "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel."
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