DEATH, BE NOT PROUD
John Donne’s Holy Sonnet, No. 167

by

DONALD BUSAROW

This work was composed in 1980 as an entry to a contest sponsored by the International
Horn Society, for which the first prize was awarded. The basis of the musical material lies in two
Easter chorales (related in their Latin origin), Christ lag in Todesbanden (“Christ Jesus Lay in
Death’s Strong Bands™) and Christ ist erstanden (“Christ Is Arisen™). These tunes, or fragments
of them, appear in the above order with the first four-note motif in the horn taken from the first
chorale. The soprano responds with the same pattern in the opening words “Death, be not
proud”. The horn extends the chorale line under the words “for thou art not so0”, and finally states
the entire opening phrase of the chorale melody at the conclusion of the first section, “Poor death,
nor yet canst thou kill me”. The two middle sections of the composition are based entirely upon
free material.

Immediately following the question “Why swellest thou then?”, the first stanza of Christ
ist erstanden is played by the muted horn and is heard the second time with the soprano counter-

melody. The piece concludes with “Hallelujahs™ added to the Donne text by the composer.
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